55th Annual Blessing of the Fleet
ProvincetownPortuguese Festival 2002

TIHAI RS DI ANE AN B2 3 - SeN DEACY et TUENCE - 390:,:92,0:0:2
PROVINCETOWN




The Best Places
To Resort To.

Beachfront
Private beach, lush landscaping, pool
and view of our historic town. Large,
immaculate rooms with that traditional

Cape Cod feeling.

Best Western

Tides Beachfront
837 Commercial Street
P.0. Box 617
Provincetown, MA 02657

(508) 487-1045 :
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Hilltop
Getaway with panoramic
water views. Heated pool,
luxurious rooms. Secluded yet conve-
nient to town.,

Best Western
Chateau Motor Inn
105 Bradford Street West
P.O. Box 558
Provincetown, MA 02657

(508) 487-1286
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For toll-free reservations, call (800)528-1234.
http://www.bwprovincetown.com




SEAMEN'S BANK

MEMBER FDIC/DIE

Cape Codss oldest community bank has proudly served our neighbors and visitors for over 150 years.
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HERITAGE

Ferdimand Salvaday

Benson Young & Downs
Insurance Agency, Inc

neighbors.

It is an honor

to dedicate our
efforts for the
Portuguese Festival
to our ancestors,

as well as to our

friends and




i - :
A Very I mportant Presence .5 co.

Ithough much has been written about the makeup of Provincetown, and the diversi-
ty of its citizens, there is a group of people that is seldom mentioned, and yet, has
always been a part of its history. The U.S.Coast Guard has been a quiet, but, very
important presence throughout the years.

\=) <

&

History

On August 4, 1790,
the U.S. Congress, with
Alexander Hamilton as
the driving force, autho-
rized the building of ten
cutters to guard the coast-
line of the thirteen states
against smugglers and
violators of customs laws.
In 1915, the Revenue
Cutter Service and the
Lifesaving Service were
merged to become the
U.S.Coast Guard. In
1939, the Coast Guard
absorbed the Lighthouse
Service and, in 1942 took
over the Bureau of Marine
Inspection.

Over the years, the
role played by the Coast
Guard has changed as
dramatically as the boats
it has used for its work.
In the very beginning,
when there was no U.S.
Navy, the Coast Guard

B continued on next page Chief Alfred Volton

Estamos aqui de férias....We are here on vacation.



B continued from previous page

Cutters were the only warships available. They
served honorably

_ and acquitted themselves well
and, n the interim between conflicts, took on the
formidable task of controlling pirates, smugglers,
and slavers, Until 1864, the heavy keeled
schooners, armed with guns performed valiantly.
Next, came iron cutters, to be followed by motor
surf boats, buoy tenders, picket boats, “ducks”, ice-
breakers, and present day craft.

_ In 1902, there were thirteen lifesaving sta-
tions on the lower cape: Wood End, Race Point,
Pgaked Hill Bars, High Head, Highland, Pamet
River, Cahoon’s Hollow, Nauset, Orleans, Old
Harbor, C_hatham, Monomoy, and Monomoy Point.
May this would seem like a duplication of ser-
vices, but with no radar, radios, or phones, sea
travel was far more dangerous than it is now.
Although the original purpose of the Coast Guard

 COASTALACRES
MPING COURT INC.

“Your Port o'Call”

was the protection of the coastline, national anq
world events would play a major role in changing
or altering this purpose.

World War I brought the Coast Guard side by
side with the U.S. Navy against the Germans at
sea. The Guardsmen towed in crippled ships,
chased submarines, and rescued survivors.
During this war, the Coast Guard suffered more
loss of life in proportion to its strength than any
other branch of service.

After the war, and during the time of prohibi.
tion, the difficult task of trying to prevent the
bootlegging of liquor fell to the Coast Guard.
With limited personnel, and an aging fleet of cut-
ters, it was often a study in frustration. Certainly,
there were sighs of relief from all sides, when the
eighteenth amendment was repealed. Perhaps the
Years of World War II, were the most memorable

- West Vine Street Extension,
Box 593, Provincetown, MA 02657
~ Phone 508 487 1700 o
‘Open April 1 to November1
imity to beaches and historical landmarks.

-

E uma menina...It’s a girl.



in the annals of this branch of service. The Coast
Guard sank 12 submarines, rescued 4243 sur-
vivors, and took part in almost every amphibious
landing in both the Atlantic and Pacific theaters,
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Provincetown Guardsmen

he U.S. Coast Guard was a career

choice for many local men, particularly

during and after the depression. These
men were deployed to stations throughout Cape
Cod, as well as to lighthouses, cutters. And ice-
breakers. Life at the stations and aboard ship fell
into a predictable routine. There was the constant
chipping and painting to keep everything ship-
shape. These men kept their homes and proper-

ties in the same condition, it was often noted.
There were lifeboat drills and breeches buoy prac-
tices. Beach patrols were important particularly
during stormy weather and at night. Wartime
brought a heightened awareness and dogs were
used by the men patrolling the beach. With the
exception of a couple of men, all the Provincetown
members of the Coast Guard served at sea or
overseas.

After the war, there were many changes.
Boats were decommissioned, reservists released,
and stations closed. During the 1950s, the only
stations in operation were at the Cape Cod Canal,
Chatham, Nauset, and Race Point. With the com-
ing of the National Seashore, many former Coast
Guard facilities became part of the new entity.
Today, at Race Point, visitors may tour the Old

B continued on next page
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& continued from previous page
Harbor Station which was floated over from

Chatham.
40
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The Coast Guard Today

he Coast Guard is the only federal law
enforcement agency with jurisdiction in
. both United States waters, and on the
high Seas. As such its focus is on conducting
multi-agency counter drug operations,

The Coast Guard is the only federal law
enfgrcement agency with jurisdiction in both
Umtgd States waters and on the high seas. As
such its focus is on conducting multi-agency
counter drug operations Interdicting illegal immi-
grants and contraband, protecting living marine

resources, and helping to stem weapons proliferg.
tion. In 1999, the Coast Guard confiscated more

than 111,000 pounds of cocaine, keeping 500mj].

lion “hits” with a street value of $4 billion dollarg

off our streets and out of our schools.

The U.S. Exclusive Economic zone holds some
20 percent of the world’s fishery resources and
supports an industry valued at more than $25
billion dollars. Boarding and inspection of foreign
and U.S. flagged fishing vessels have increased
greatly and served to help in the rebuilding and
maintenance of fish stocks.

The Coast Guard is involved in the protection
of our maritime frontiers from an onslaught of
illegal aliens. This is more important than ever
in light of recent events. Operation New Frontier
is the Coast Guard’s latest counter drug initiative

Surf Club Restaurant

OPEN DAILY FOR LUNCH & DINNER
Waterfront, outdoor dining at Provincetown Harbor

Panoramic view

Raw Bar specializing in oysters and clams
Full Bar includes micro brews, coffee drinks &

exotic frozen cocktails

Banquet facilities available - great for wedding
receptions and parties

Major credit cards accepted
Menu excels in: clambakes, lobsters, whole-
belly clams, fish-n-chips, steamers & mussels

508-487-1367

315A Commercial Street * Lopes Square
at MacMillan Wharf

E uma mulher...It’s 2 woman.



that combines cutters, armed and
Over the Horizon Cutter Boats ﬁlh) a single force
package that can be used to counter the “go fast”
vessel smuggling threat. These forces have been
deployed three times since their inception with
outstanding results. Six boats were encountered

on these patrols and were successfully stopped- a
success rate of 100 percent.

Today, the Coast Guard in Provincetown
operates out of a modern facility on Commercial
Street with its own pier. This means that the
time of response is much quicker than in the days
when boats had to be hauled from boathouses and
launched. Race Point Station is maintained by the
National Seashore and Race Point Light is open
to visitors who make reservations to stay there.

From my earliest recollections until I was a
grown woman with a child of my own, the Coast

Guard was a part of my life. There are many
memories, but the following article from The
Standard Times sums up the career of my father.
It is with great pride, that I share it...

(> 78)

Dedicated Coast Guard Chief
Retires Saturday

tall, weather beaten “sea dog” will
walk up to the quarterdeck off the
Coast Guard cutter Frederick Lee
Saturday. He will shake hands with his ship-
mates, turn, and salute the colors, then leisurely
walk down the gangway for the last time.
B continued on next page

E um homen..

It’s a man.
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Plans To Relax

or a man. Who received the Silver
Lifesaving Medal in saving 20 lives, the
e Bronze Star Medal for meritorious
action in Combat. and numerous letters of
Commendation for other medal-worthy rescue

\

« Chief Volton's manner belies hig
attempts,

arkable a¢ hievernents
reni: -

Quiet and unassuming, the veteran Map;

' n
nothing noteworthy “in the line nfr]uty” 5
cPes ¢ Jy

The chief said he had no immediate plaﬂsr

the future; “T'm just going home to f'rﬂVincet(,w:'r
0 : .

and relax

Chief Volton enlisted in the (',();']_.qt Guarg in
1926 at Provincetown, where he rc*st({ed since
moving there in early .boyhm:d from (Jambn'dge‘
In the Naval Reserve in 1917, he SOrved unti g,
end of World War I aboard the cruiser

Birmingham.

He was stationed at the Wood End Lifeboat
Station until 1937 where he took pg-u't in the i
cue attempt of the [ll-fated submarine S-4, whigh
sunk in a collision with a loss of 40 men.

® MARCLY

Marcey Oil Co, Inc i
37 Frankiin Street |55
Provincetown, |3
s

MA 02657 e

Margey’s Ice Co. 1935

Marcey Oil Company Since 1937 « Three generations serving Provincetown and Truro
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Letter of Commendation

Her received a letter of commendation for that
operation and also later for rescue work in a surf-
boat when the steamer Robert E. Lee went
aground at Manomet Point. Four Coast
Guardsmen lost their lives in the effort.

Another letter of commendation was received
by the chief when a surfboat under his command
rescued four crew members of the carrier Irvin” J.
Lauce, which, loaded with building clay, ran
aground off Race Point

Chief Volton finds it difficult to recall the
many rescue assignments he participated in those
early, difficult days. At that time it was common

for the small lifeboat station surf craft to be dis-
patched on 50 to 60-mile hauls

His next duty at Palmet Point Lifeboat
Station was quiet. Then he served as commanding
officer at the Cuttyhunk Lifeboat Station, in 1938,
when he made the rank of chief boatswain. While
there he was awarded the Silver Lifesaving Medal
for rescuing a number of men from drowning in
the 1935 hurricane
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Praised By Commandant

The chief was praised by the Coast Guard
commandant in Boston.

“Other men did extraordinary work during

B continued on next page

Provincelown’'s Mosl
Unasaal Restaarant
7 Freeman Street (508) 487-1145
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L ontinued from, Previous
the storm
ship of men

Pl the lower part of the island.

the official said, “but Volton's leader-

during rescue work actually brought WORKIng Wite staenie ,(“m_wlty VO]ton
about the rescue of 20 men fmm‘ I = his men also rescued sewtom_‘l fishermen Cithe,
drowning stranded in small boats in Cuttyhunk Hal‘bor
Chi I:escﬁbing then his work during the storm, forced ashore on dangerous-ground by heavy 5:;
a 356- Vf;;lton Baid. he and two of his men set outin  and winds.
who we rootor lifeboat to rescue two fishermen
Nasha\:r‘e St'ianded on a small neck of land at N
(;_‘:a sland after their rowboat had been DN
ashore by turbulent waters, ("’;\ Q)
realize Was our first job,” he said, “but we didn't 10 Men Rescued
e OW Important it was unti] Jess than 15
utes later after We removed the fishermen the The major rescue g tha.t of 10 men
neck was Completely covered with water” marooned on a pile driver which was washeq
from its moorings in the harbor.
o Three other fishermen in distress in ; :
hi‘;ttyhunk Harbor were rescued by Volton and Transferred to the Ijhg:hland Llfebqat Station,
™men when their hoat was forced ashore on Chief Volton was commissioned an ensign ip
—

St. Peter the Apostle Church

HEN&Y J. DAHE Reverend Hm-ﬁ—Rapmo,- Pastor, Deacorr Chester O. Cook
Rectory 508 487 0095 » Mass Schedule 508 487 4251

THE PARISH COMMUNITY OF ST. PETER THE APOSTLE IN PROVINCETOWN
PROUDLY SUPPORTS THE PROVINCETOWN PORTUGUESE FESTIVAL 2002

11 Prince Street, Provincetown, Massachusetts 02657 REV.
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¢ ICTILOTIOUS peTiormance ol Returns To Provincetown
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“Modern Gas Service Anywhere.”

. Propane Tanks Filled °

. Bottled and Bulk Gas *

e Domestic and Commercial*
Frank A. Days & Sons, Inc.

9 shank Painter Road ¢ 508 487-0041
PROVINCETOWN
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Volton had the
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ﬂl;ef boatswain

He Temained in

until May
here.

Married to the former Js

' Chief Volton }
beth Costa of Proy

M's Dhaﬂnacist’s mate
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e 0fﬁ(‘or Promotions, Chief

Unique experience of being lowered ACKNOWLERe:
limtenan\ o chief warrant officer
{% 1o warrant officer (perm
all in one day

3
anent) and to

Gold Medal and Linen Threqq Neyyq

charge off the Canal station

en he was assigned aboard From Highland to HQ’HMerhead

Charles B. Hathaway
abelle Perry of

1as a daughter Mrs.

U.S. Coast Guard WER Site
ncetown a son, Richard

1st class in the US. Navy,
and a grang child. 5

.John Corea US.C.GG retireq
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PROVINCETOWN

Featuring fine crafts and um’que. gifts \N »
in ceramic, glass and metal for the beach, city and country ;

373 Commercial Street, Provincetown, MA 026 57
508. 487-4544 » Fax 508,487 4446
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